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RDInfo goes National

The Research Funding Database is to be formally launched as a national resource to all UK health researchers on the 1st October 2000. Following a successful pilot project, RDInfo is supported by the Department of Health to provide a digest specialising in health-related funding and training opportunities, the first of its kind in the UK.  The digest, which can be found on www.rdinfo.org.uk, has attracted significant interest, receiving the accolade of best publicly accessible database of health related information at the 1999 Healthcare IT effectiveness awards.

RDInfo provides up-to-the minute information on over 1700 different awards, offered by 800 different funding sources. These include European and NHS initiatives, Research Councils and charities both large and small. While the  larger organisations  such as Wellcome and MRC provide considerable funding for major projects, some of the smaller charities are ideal for obtaining speciality/subject specific funding or small amounts to enable researchers to travel or receive research training.  The total amount of funding advertised through RDInfo is in excess of £50million. The RDInfo team has developed good working relationships with many of the funding organisations to ensure maximum coverage is given to new and periodic calls. As part of the national launch, new partnerships are being established between the Research and Development Regional offices and the National offices in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

RDInfo is an invaluable tool to all healthcare researchers. Not only does it save hours of researchers valuable time by offering them a single source for all available information on funding opportunities, it also offers:

· Help and advice on obtaining funding.

· List of closing dates, which are ideal for planning research and timetabling proposal writing.

· Registered users receive email notification of new opportunities as they arise.

RDInfo contributes to tackling health needs by automatically  targeting opportunities at NHS priority areas. As part of the drive to improve the service offered to users, RDInfo aims to develop a ‘profiling’ service. This will enable users interested in subject-specific areas to be mailed about specific research opportunities as they arise (eg. Cardiovascular funding information would be sent to researchers who have registered an interest in this area). Those with email addresses can register themselves on the mailing list and receive the information as awards are published. 

Other plans include additional support for researchers on completing application forms, costing projects, writing up research findings and getting the findings published.  The aim is to make this the one-stop shop for medical research. For those whose access to the Internet is difficult, RDInfo provides a standalone application that is updated on a monthly basis.

Initial feedback has been extremely favourable highlighting some of the advantages of the service:-

“I have used many systems in the past to keep me up to date with future funding opportunities. This I believe to be the best.” 

“Clear, logically arranged site. A joy to search.”

“This web site provides a comprehensive database of research funding opportunities in the health and social sector.”

The service is supplied by The Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust and the University of Leeds and was originally commissioned by the NHS Executive – Northern and Yorkshire, Research and Development Directorate, as a pilot project.

