[image: image1.png]




Useful services for researchers in Nursing
Research has an integral part to play in the provision of evidence-based practice and high quality patient care (Department of Health, 1994) but is often hampered by the difficulty in finding funding. In the 1990’s access to information about funding opportunities was largely serendipitous and obtained from various sources. Research and Development (R&D) departments throughout the country invested a significant proportion of their time and resources trawling for sources of funding for their researchers and disseminating that information within their trusts. Many nurses may have spent numerous fruitless hours looking for suitable grants, and those employed in smaller trusts which were not part of larger teaching hospitals were further disadvantaged by lack of access to medical journals.  
The advent of RDInfo, (www.rdinfo.org.uk) with its trio of services, has lifted this time burden and benefited researchers in many ways. The most important of these services is the provision of information on all funding information relating to research, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in a standard format irrespective of the source of that funding. R&D departments can now concentrate on primary responsibilities including managing the research governance framework and on supporting individual researchers at a local level. Individual researchers no longer need to leave their desks in order to find their sources of funding. The RDInfo unit is funded by the Department of Health to provide access to details of research funding, training and advice and consist of:
RDFunding: - provides information on health-related research funding opportunities. There are over 1300 funding organisations who between them offer in excess of 5000 awards.  The organisations included are not just the professional bodies or well know organisations like the Royal College of Nursing and the Foundation of Nursing Studies, but also some which might be less well known sources of funding like the National Institutes Health (in America), Burdett Trust for Nursing and Florence Nightingale Foundation. Our close working relationship with the Department of Health means all personal awards and any future responsive funding calls will be posted on our website. Registration for the profiling service enables researchers to keep updated with the latest funding opportunities, targeted to their research areas such as Nursing. In addition grants can be viewed by closing date to help timetable the writing of funding applications.
RDLearning: - provides information on post-qualification courses, workshops, short courses and conferences available to nurses. Again this includes not just postgraduate courses but also includes a wide variety of other short courses and events provided by organisations such as the Clinical Research Nurses Association, the Network for Psychiatric Nursing Research, Scottish Research Nurse and Coordinator Network, Mental Health Nurses Association and the Royal College of Nursing. RDLearning currently holds details of over 5,500 educational events and can be searched by geographical area, subject, keyword or level of qualification. 

RDDirect: - is a signposting service for researchers.  Researchers who need help or advice with research can email RDDirect at info@rddirect.org.uk or phone 0113 2951122.  The team endeavours to point the researcher to the best possible source of information; which may involve referral to an academic advisor, for further assistance.  
Of particular interest to Nurses may be three of the special editions, one of which includes details of all grants relating to Nurses, and the other two on training courses for researchers in Nursing.  Among others, there are special editions for New Researchers and Travel Awards.  Additional support is provided through a ‘Research Process Flowchart’ available on the website – this provides links to resources, presentations and checklists, all designed to guide the researcher through the different stages involved in research.  

The services of RDInfo are still evolving, and aim to provide all researchers with comprehensive support at all stages of their research. The staff are always responsive to ideas and suggestions from users and look forward to working more closely with nurses in the future.
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